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Tuesday, February 16 (noon) is the DEADLINE for the next Circuit Rider.
We appreciate your contributions. If you
have any questions please call the church
office at 235-5579.

Thank you

Mailbox Information

The family of Bonnie True would like to
thank Pastor Eli and the congregation for
your prayers and support during our time
of loss -

As we continue to have limited office
hours during the Orange Phase, we
have installed an outside mailbox that
will allow you to drop off your offering
and grocery receipts. The mailbox is
locked. If the office is open, you are
welcome to come inside as we used to
do. The mailbox is on the east wall at
the front entrance on Second St.

The family of Bonnie True

“Orange” Phase News
As most of you know, we have moved into
the ‘Orange Phase’ of the
COVID Regathering Plan.
This means that we can have up to 25 persons in
church on Sundays. Reservations
are mandatory and can be made by calling the
office, 235-5579, before noon on Fridays. Social
distancing rules still apply. Masks are required
and you must refrain from hugging and/or close
contact with other members.
During this phase, church office hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
8:00am -1:00pm

Until further notice, the church office
hours are:
Monday—Wednesday—Friday
8:00am—1:00pm.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to call the church office at
235-5579. Thank you - Connie
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Meet our Staff
Pastor Eli Somers
As Senior Pastor, Eli oversees all ministries at FUMC. Pastor Eli’s
ministry focuses on Financial Well-being, Organizational Church
Structure, Community Engagement, Family Ministries, and Pastoral
Care.
Connie Lowry
As Office Manager, Connie oversees all things communication &
administration at FUMC. She has continued to work hard during Covid19 to keep our church connected and informed, even with the
continually changing calendar. Connie has served for many years at
FUMC and we couldn’t be happier to have her on our team.
Ann Wehner
As Worship Coordinator, a new position as of 2021, Ann is responsible
for working with our volunteer Worship Team to help design and
implement worship services, align liturgists, and help create a worship
environment that will meet the needs of a multi-generational community.
Ann has served for a number of years at FUMC as an Organist/Pianist
and we are thrilled to be able to move her into a position with more
creativity and responsibility.
Russ Higgins
As Custodian, Russ oversees all care, maintenance, and upkeep of our
building and grounds. Truly a jack-of-all-trades, Russ provides
everything from setting up the worship space, small group meetings,
clearing our sidewalks and ramps of snow. Russ has served for a
number of years at FUMC, not only on staff but also as a member of our
Caring Ministries and continues to be an integral part of our ministry.
Renee Poppe
As Treasurer, Renee is responsible for keeping track of all Church
Finances. She has faithfully served in her position, well-beyond
expectation and continues to work hard to bring new systems and
better organization to FUMC.
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Note From Pastor Eli
Hello Everyone, I hope you all are doing
well, staying safe and are getting back
into a rhythm!!
In 2021 our Church Leadership and I will be
spending significant time on defining our
identity here at FUMC.
Who do we want to be in the community?
How do we want to be known?
What can we do to both reach new families
but also take good care of our existing
church body?
As this year changes, and as we continue to define our future in the United Methodist
Church, I have one simple request: call me (214-463-0060).
If you ever have a question about the direction of our Church, about where the Spirit
of God is in our world, about something in Scripture, or you just need someone to
listen to what’s on your mind, please don’t hesitate to pick up the phone.
We believe that 2021 is an outstanding opportunity to try some new things, to take a
look at our structure, and position ourselves to truly meet our mission at FUMC: to
welcome with radical hospitality, reach-out with love and empathy, and serve our
community with Christ.
Join us this year as we seek to continue to make disciples and live into the promise of
God’s Son: on earth as it is in heaven.
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Keep Bringing in those Receipts!!
Hy-Vee total
$ 17,241
Round 22
Fareway total—$118,547
Round 9
We are now on Round 22 at Hy-Vee!!
Please keep bringing your receipts to
the church. Thank you.

Martha Circle– February 18 at 9:30am.

BAM for February 2021

Rachel Circle - February 18 at 9:30am.

"Just like moons and like suns,

Naomi Circle—the next meeting will depend
on COVID-19 restrictions.

With certainty of tides,
Just like hopes springing high,
Still I'll rise." Maya Angelou

FUMC Lent 2021

This is taken from her many writings to illustrate her
strength of courage in the new Junior-Adult book by
Bethany Hegedus. It is a picture book biography,
colorfully illustrated by Tonya Engel, who captures Maya
Angelou's courageous spirit completely. Maya was a
poet, performer, writer, activist and humanitarian. One of
her highest honors was her reading her poem, The Pulse
of the Morning, for President Obama's inauguration.

This year we will be going
through J. Ellsworth Kalas’
book Easter from the
Backside.
Books can be purchased at
Cokesbury.com

RISE! FROM CAGED BIRD TO POET OF THE
PEOPLE tells her life story and should be shared with
others.

Each Wednesday, from
February 17-March 31, we
will meet in the Sanctuary at
FUMC for our Lenten Service.
Come ready to get a fresh perspective on
Easter and to grow with your church family!!!

The new books 2021, are circulating among BAM
readers and will be available to others later in the church
library.

Reservations for Lenten services will be the
same as for Sunday morning worship, call in
each week to the Church office at 235-5579 to
reserve your family’s spot. Our capacity for
sign-ups for Lenten services will be 35
individuals.

One new book has been added, Love In A Time of
Climate Change by Sharon Delgado. She honors God's
creation while motivating readers to taking urgent and
serious action to stop reasons for climate change. She is
a Methodist minister, author, speaker and activist. This
book is very readable and highly recommended.
BAM will not meet in February, but may meet in
March. We will decide later….Ivy Mortensen
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The Church Mouse News -by Kate Billett
It has been quite quiet around the church building. However, the little mouse has
observed Russ painting.
Every once in a while there are sounds of music that is quite pleasant. When people come through they
sometimes mumble about that way the world is in DC. Alex thinks that some problems of the world would
disappear if we talked with each other and not AT each other or about each other. Alex said he joined in with
the singers who came to practice, but when he looked at his music the notes were “up side down”. Kate told
Alex that she read about choir members at Wesley UMC in Worcester, MA, singing in their cars together in
real time without risk of COVID-19. They were in the parking lot, each had a wireless microphone and a
frequency for their car radio. They could hear each other, the organist and then see the director with white
gloves. They were “all singing together”. The director said it nourished their brains and people’s hearts. Alex
clapped and said they were lucky.
With all the hate and division erupting in the USA, Carolyn W. Gillette wrote some new words for an
old tune. This week she posted new words to #2237 in the Faith W e Sing Hymnal. A good one to have used
in a service this week, but here are the words she compiled. “God of love, we’ve known division and we have
seen its awful cost. We have struggled as a nation, and there’s much that we have lost, we have been a house
divided and, di-vi-ded we can’t stand. May our nation be united; give us peace through-out this land.” In the
last verse she implores us to end harsh division and hate and fear “Make us one, Lord, as a nation; may we be
united here”.
Alex and I have been cleaning out hidden corners in our homes. Dresser drawers, bookcases, kitchen
junk drawers and maybe the attic or basement. Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist
Communications and suggests we de-clutter our spiritual life. For those of us who have been around 60 plus
years, it is probably a good idea. When you get back to church, take a different pew seat. Get rid of
obligations that have run their course with you. Look for new experiences in your church & spiritual life. Use
other versions of the Bible and share your ideas with Alex and Kate.
If former Pastor Ken Wellman called and talked to his church secretary, I know he would probably be
saying “That drat rabbit is trying to get into the Easter messages again”. Alex then might ask what was wrong
with a rabbit handing out fancy eggs? So, I told him about another church mouse who has a book called “The
Big Adventures of Little Church Mouse; The meaning of Easter by Steven G. Bushnell ” and this would be
good for everyone to read, especially grandparents to their little ones AND big ones. The mouse in this story
is surprised at the way others prepare for this very important Christian holiday. Sounds great, however, the
Lenten Study ‘Love Is The Way’ by Bishop Michael Curry, is being presented to us by our MN Conference
with the first introduction on February 4th by Cindy Gregorson and Jody Thone. Keep an eye out for more
information on the video and ways to order the book.
The Food Kart has had donations that are getting to the Food Shelves. I hear groups are getting started
again. Exercise will starting up on March 1st. BAM will be meeting by telephone and discussing the UMW
studies they have read. Kate will be reading the new one on Social Justice & Climate Change.
Exciting News: Alex joined the Church Mouse Facebook group & he found a friend named Itsy.

What IS a prayer about the unrest that does not upset or offend someone ?

Oh Mysterious and Steadfast God: Help me to be as fond of diversity as
you are. ….. forgive us for the ways we exclude and stereotype, lead each
of us into a deeper awareness of the strengths of community, until we all
become as fond of diversity as you are. May we then find rest and peace
in your unlimited love. In the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord ~Amen

This is adapted from the Mountain Sky Conference UMC
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Small Group Gatherings for February
February

2

6:30pm.

Pastor’s Bible Club—Room #121

February

3

6:30pm.

Confirmation—Sanctuary

February

7

9:00am.
10:10am.
10:15am.
10:30am.

Worship—Zoom & in person (limited)
Together in Faith #112
Communion—Drive Up
Women’s Bible Study-Zoom

February

9

6:30pm.

Pastor’s Book Club—Room #121

February

10

6:30pm.

Confirmation—Sanctuary

February

14

9:00am.
10:10am.
10:30am.

February

16

6:30pm.

Pastor Book Club—#121

February

17

6:30pm.
6:30pm.

ASH WEDNESDAY—Lenten Service in Sanctuary (limit of 35)
Confirmation

February

21

9:00am.
10:10am.
10:30am.

Worship—Zoom & in person (limited)
Together in Faith #112
Women’s Bible Study-Zoom

February

23

6:30pm.

Pastor’s Book Club—#121

February

24

6:30pm.
6:30pm.

Lenten Service-Sanctuary (limit of 35)
Confirmation

February

28

9:00am.
10:10am.
10:30am.

Worship—Zoom & in person (limited)
Together in Faith #112
Women’s Bible Study-Zoom

Worship—Zoom & in person (limited)
Together in Faith #112
Women’s Bible Study-Zoom
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Prayers of Concern: Tom Sparks-has been moved to Lakeview Health Care
Center. Charlie Lund was in the Fairmont Hospital, Marion Peterson has been in
the Fairmont Hospital (at this time, I do not have an update on her).
Prayers of Joy: Congratulations to Chuck & Pat Schultz on the birth of a new
great-granddaughter born 1/21/21. The parents are John Henrichs & Vannly.
Our sympathies and prayers to: the family of Doug Fink who passed away on
January 14, 2021. He was a brother-in-law to Audrey (Ralph) Schwab.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

This calendar was updated on
1/22/21. Refer to our website
www.umcfairmont.org for
additional information.

1

2

3

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

9am Exercise
12:30pm Yoga

10:10am CommunionDrive up
8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10:10am Together
In Faith #112
10:30am Women’s
Bible Study-Zoom

Boy Scout Sunday
8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10:10am. Together
In Faith #112
10:30am Women’s
Bible Study-Zoom

21

8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10:10am Together
In Faith #112
10:30am Women’s
Bible Study-Zoom

9am Exercise Gr
12:30 Yoga

9am Exercise
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
6pm Cub Scouts
6:30pm Pastor’s
Book Club #121

9am Exercise Gr
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
6pm Cub Scouts
6:30pm Pastor’s
Book Club #121

9am Exercise

9am Exercise Gr 1pm Quilters
12:30pm Yoga
5:15pm Yoga
7pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm Pastor’s
Book Club #121

Circuit Rider
Deadline

22

23

9am Exercise Gr 9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
7pm Cub Scouts
6:30pm Pastor’s
Book Club #121

9am Exercise
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Trustees?
6:30pm Confirmation-Sanctuary

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Confirmation-Sanctuary

17

4

9am TOPS #117
12pm AL-NON
5:15pm Yoga

11

9am TOPS #117
12pm AL-ANON
5:15pm Yoga

18

ASH WEDNESDAY
9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Lent Ser/
Confirmation

9am TOPS #117
9:30am Rachael Cir
9:30am Martha Cir
12pm AL-ANON
5:15pm Yoga

24

25

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Lent Ser/
Confirmation

28

8:30 am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10:10am Together in
Faith #112
10:30am Women’s
Bible Study-Zoom
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9:am TOPS #117
12:00pm AL-ANON
12:00 Abigail Cir. in
Parlor-bring your
own lunch
5:15pm Yoga

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

9am. Exercise
12:30pm Yoga
2pm. UMC Worship
On Channel 12

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
119 E 2ND STREET
FAIRMONT, MN 56031-2891
Return Service Requested

February Dates to Remember
February 2

Groundhog Day

February 14

Valentines Day
Boy Scout Sunday

February 17
Lent Services

Ash Wednesday
6:30pm. Sanctuary
(reservations required)

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 148
FAIRMONT, MN 56031

Fall/Winter Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship-Zoom & in person (limited)
(Reservations are required)
Hospitality Coffee 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.–Zoom

Office Hours during the Orange Phase
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
8:00am—1:00pm.
Phone: 507-235-5579 phone is
Pastor Eli Somers 214-463-0060
Web address: umcfairmont.org
Emails:
Pastor: pastor.elisomers@gmail.com
Office: umcfmtconnie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Renee: umcfmtfinance@gmail.com
Pastor
Office Manager
Treasurer
Custodian

Eli Somers
Connie Lowry
Renee Poppe
Russ Higgins

