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World Thank Oﬀering ‐ November 15 & 22
The World Thank Oﬀering is one of United Methodist Women’s five channels of undesignated
Mission Giving. Tradi onally this oﬀering is collected during a special service or program during the fall season. This channel of Mission Giving is an opportunity for individuals to respond
to God's abundance and grace with spontaneous gi s of gra tude. The funds collected are
used in the total program of mission and advocacy in the United States and around the world.
The World Thank Oﬀering, given freely and abundantly in response to God's goodness, has
been the way of life for United Methodist Women for over 130 years.
Na onal & World
United Methodist Commi ee on Relief (UMCOR): Feed the hungry and give emergency help to those who have been vic ms of
war and major disasters. If you choose UMCOR, please designate UMCOR-Disaster Response USA
or UMCOR-World Hunger/Poverty.
Midwest Mission Distribu on Center: Located in Chatham, IL, this warehouse is used to sort, store and distribute contribu ons
to areas of need throughout the world.
Imagine No Malaria: General Conference campaign to save lives from malaria related deaths.
Red Bird Mission & McCurdy Schools & Henderson Se lement
Minnesota Conference
Southside Coali on: Provide food and clothing for the needy and housing for the homeless through United Methodist inner-city
churches
Emma Norton Residence: A 42-bed residence oﬀering support and services for homeless women in transi on.
There is also Emma's Place, which oﬀers permanent aﬀordable housing for homeless single parents with four or
more children.
Local
Mar n‐Faribault County Habitat for Humanity: Provides quality, aﬀordable housing for low income individuals through a program that includes both financial support and sweat-equity.
Camp Scholarships: Provides financial assistance to those a ending camps and youth gatherings.
CREST: This non-profit organiza on provides non-professional volunteer services such as visi ng, meals,
transporta on, and home help at no charge where needed.
Youth for Christ: A world wide interdenomina onal youth organiza on.
Boy Scout Troop #57: Assist with financial support of Troop #57 sponsored by Fairmont United Methodist Church.
Girl Scouts of America: Assist with financial support.
World Service Appor onments: Support of year round camps and retreats, disaster trailer and disaster response team, salary
support for small churches that cannot aﬀord to pay full salary, statewide youth conference, and
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A big thank you goes out to Kim Koppen
for the beau ful decora ons in the
Sanctuary. You did a fantas c job.!

Tuesday, November 17 (noon) is the DEADLINE for
the next Circuit Rider.
We appreciate your contribu ons. If you have any
ques ons please call the church oﬃce at 235‐5579.

BAM News for November 2020

Face Masks
When you come to church and find that
you forgot your mask, Anita Tumbleson has
been kind and generous enough to make
numerous masks for just this purpose.
They are on the table against the glass in
the Narthex.
Please do not put used masks back on the
table. Either take them home to wash and
return or leave them somewhere where
they will not be confused with the clean
ones.
Thank you!
Connie

Juan M. Floyd-Thomas makes the history of the Black
church very plain in LIBERATING BLACK CHURCH
HISTORY. He provides many details from slavery to the
age of Barack Obama. Their origins came from W.
Africa where they began their horrific journey to
America on slave ships...called The Middle Passage. The
author details from total ownership to the Civil War, the
great migra on and Civil Rights Movement....The Middle
Passage to Megachurches today. Many Blacks inherited
an enduring faith that saw their ancestors overcome the
brutal dehumaniza on of cha el slavery, and represent
God's plan for the world. I recommend this read.
BAM was scheduled for late October, but due to
everything pandemic and weather concerns, we're never
sure how those plans will work out. So keep reading and
we'll find ways to get together.
As for now, there is no BAM Club planned for November.
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Note From Pastor Eli
Hello Everyone, I hope you have all had a wonderful month of
engaging ministry and are ge ng ready to enter the Advent Season
next month!!

This year, it goes without saying that Hanging of the Greens, Advent,
and Christmas will look very diﬀerent than our usual pa ern, but will
also provide us with the unique opportunity to step back and take a
diﬀerent look at this me of year.

On November 1, I will announce in church, and send out communica on, on our full Advent Season
schedule but wanted to take this space to let you all know that: 1) We will be providing an opportunity for
everyone to enter the church throughout the day each Sunday during Advent to engage in the preparatory
ac vi es, 2) We will be providing enough services on Christmas Eve so that any and all can a end in
person, and 3) that your Christmas season will be just as engaging and connec ng to the mystery and magic
of the Christ-child as it has ever been.

We are so excited to use this year to re-engage with Emmanuel in new ways and are determined to make
the end of 2020 a meaningful, peaceful, and beau ful occasion for all our families.

Connec on with the Spirit of God, his people, and his truth is always the goal at Advent and we believe that
this year will be an even greater opportunity to do so, by refocusing ourselves on hope in the darkness of
life, and the unlikely heroes of faith that come wrapped in unlikely packages!

So, keep looking out for that informa on and have a wonderful November and Thanksgiving with your
friends and families!
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Keep Bringing in those Receipts!!
Hy-Vee total—$104,250
Round 21
Fareway total—$81,451
Round 9

UMW and Mission things are s ll ge ng done!
Can you believe summer is over already? Seems to fly by
these years, and I, for one, do not like the cold.
With COVID around I know I will mostly be staying at home
were it is warm. Although it would be nice to be
able to go out and eat once in a while. But that’s not
happening any me soon.
This year has been a hard year to get anything done. All of the
UMW Fundraisers were canceled and we’re not sure about
next years’ fundraisers. Our school supplies were good. But
down from last year. It’s more fun when you can see the
church fill up with all the supplies!

UMW ‐ is mee ng on Thursday, Nov. 5 at 9:00am. in
the Fellowship Hall. Social distancing rules will apply,
including masks.

Quilters worked from home this summer on small things and
now the Quilters are star ng up again here at the church. All
are welcome but only if you feel safe.
Jean Po er took some youth quilts to the Fairmont Firemen
to be given out at fires, as needed. Lap robes went to Dale, at
the nursing home, for him to give out. We have 6 out of 10
twin quilts done for the Salva on Army to give out during the
holidays, and many large quilts. Hopefully we will be able to
get more done a er the first of the year.

Naomi Circle—the next mee ng will depend on COVID
-19 restric ons.

Listed below are the school supplies that were donated this
year and things the ladies have been doing.
I will be taking it all to Hope UMC in Blue Earth on October
24th. From there it will be trucked to the Midwest
Distribu on Center.
I’d like to thank everyone who has helped with making things,
dona ng items and for your prayers for our church. It will be
nice when we can all get together again.
I hope you all stay safe—Audrey Schwab
79 scissors, 31 glue s cks, 49 boxes crayon, 58 packs pencils,
236 ink pens, 29 rulers, 14 erasers, 127 note books.
Things made: 215 school bags, 12 baby blankets, 16 lap
robes. 34 kids hospital gowns, 25 boys shorts, 8 boy shirts,199
solar book bags, 25 baby hats for Fairmont Hospital, 83 baby
sweaters, and over 300 masks.

Martha Circle– will be mee ng on Nov. 19 at
9:30am. in Room #121 at the church.
Rachel Circle ‐ will meet on Nov. 19 at 9:30am. at Liz
Riegels’s home.

Fall and winter are just around the corner and
our Snowbirds will soon be making plans to
head to warmer climates.
Please remember to call the oﬃce and let us
know that you are leaving so your Circuit Rider
can either be forwarded (if address is provided)
or stopped un l you return in the spring.
The Circuit Rider is third class mail and cannot
be forwarded. We are charged for sending the
publica on out and a sizable amount for having
it returned to us.

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!!!!

Thank you!!
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Anniversary Thank you—we would like to thank
our church friends for the many beau ful and
though ul anniversary cards for our 70th wedding
anniversary. We have been members of our church
for 60 years. For the past several months, we have
missed those Sunday mornings with our church
family. It makes Sunday quite a lonesome day.
Again, thank you all so much.
Dorothy & Doug Richards

On behalf of the Neusch family, I want to thank my
church friends for the gi of paper goods that Russ &
Lori delivered. They have come in very handy.

If you are interested in ordering the 2021
Upper Room Disciplines, please call the church
oﬃce (235-5579) by November 10 to reserve a
copy. The cost is $11.00 which can be paid
when you pick up your book.

Some hard mes are s ll ahead, but we’ll get thru it
with the love and support like yours.
Thank you to everyone—Linda Gregor

Story of the Church Mouse

Meals on Wheels

(as given by Kate Bille )
The author of the Church Mouse story has
been ill so you will have to wait un l next
month to see what comes next!

I want to send out a big thank you to all of you
who delivered Meals on Wheels during the month
of October.
Your help was greatly appreciated by myself and
also Karen Toupal, who is the coordinator for the
local MOW program. Without your help, the
recipients of this program would most likely miss
out on their only hot meal for the day.
Connie Lowry
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Friends in Christ,
As you know, this has been an intense season for our churches. But you have risen to the occasion by pivo ng to move
your ministry online. You have responded to the call for racial jus ce and played a key role in rebuilding our
communi es following the killing of George Floyd. You have been diligent in developing prac ces to keep your
congrega on safe amid COVID-19 by caring for one another and gathering in crea ve ways. I am so thankful for your
perseverance and innova on in the face of these unrelen ng challenges.
As we turn the page to fall, a me when we’re used to kicking oﬀ a new year of programming and children’s ministries,
we find ourselves s ll in “Stay Safe MN” mode and needing to con nue to significantly limit our in-person gatherings.
Everything is diﬀerent, and it looks like this will be our new normal for the foreseeable future. As we head into this new
season, I want to oﬀer some reminders and encouragement:
Pandemic fa gue is real, but we cannot relax in our eﬀorts to keep people safe. With cold weather approaching, it will
be temp ng to think we can be the excep on—that we can gather like we used to and no one will get sick.
Unfortunately, there are tragic stories of church-related coronavirus outbreaks from all over the country. Gathering
indoors in groups is s ll a high-risk ac vity. It is cri cal that you, as leaders, have developed your COVID-19
preparedness plan in accordance with our phased re-gathering plan and that you hold to it for the sake of the most
vulnerable in your midst. We are called to make our love for one another incarna onal. We do this by protec ng each
other and our neighbors. If you and your church leadership team or council has made a though ul and prayerful
decision to resume in-person worship, your preparedness plan needs to include: a) a requirement for masks to be
worn by all persons, b) people staying at least six feet apart, c) strict adherence to the state-mandated capacity
limits (we strongly recommend staying well below them), d) no congrega onal singing, cleaning and sani zing public
spaces between each group gathering
Christmas is coming. As painful as this is to think about, it is unlikely that we will be able to have a large number of
people together, shoulder to shoulder, on Christmas Eve holding candles and singing “Silent Night.” Take a moment to
lament this loss. And then, remembering Mary and Joseph who le what was comfortable to go on a journey to
Bethlehem, start planning for how you can help bring Christmas to your community in fresh and new ways. Things
won’t look and feel like they used to, but that was the case at Jesus’ birth too—he was God’s in-breaking in startling
new ways. We have an important opportunity to try something completely diﬀerent that reaches people in our mission
fields in new ways.
Con nue to be kind and generous to yourselves and one another. This is a hard me for all of us. Give yourself grace.
We are all doing the best we can, and we are all making decisions based on our par cular context. Be wise about how
you steward your me, resources, and energy. Ask the tough ques ons that lead to clarity about where to invest and
where to let go so that you stay true to your mission while con nuing to adapt and refine your methods for growing in
love of God and neighbor, reaching new people, and healing a broken world in this unique season of ministry.
I pray for you and our world daily. May we be people who oﬀer light and hope to a weary world!
Bishop Bruce R. Ough
Resident Bishop, Dakotas-Minnesota Area
The United Methodist Church
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Small Group Gatherings for November
November 1

November 3
November 4
November 5
November 8

November 10

November 11
November 12
November 15

November 17
November 18
November 19
November 22

November 24
November 25
November 26
November 27
November 29

9:00am. Worship—small group and live-streamed
10:00am Adult Bible Studies—Women’s Bible Study-Zoom, Together in Faith-#121
11:00am. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
11:00am. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
8:00pm. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
6:30pm. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
8:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
11:00am. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
1:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
9:00am. Worship—small group and live-streamed
10:00am. Adult Bible Studies—Women’s Bible Study-Zoom, Together in Faith-#121
11:00am. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
All District Charge/Church Conference
11:00am. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
8:00pm. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
6:30pm. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
8:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
11:00am. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
1:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
Thank Oﬀering
9:00am. Worship—small group and live-streamed
10:10am. Adult Bible Studies—Women’s Bible Study-Zoom, Together in Faith-#121
11:00am. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
11:00am. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
8:00pm. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
6:30pm. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
8:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
11:00am Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
1:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
9:00am. Worship—small group and live-streamed—Hanging of the Greens
10:10am. Adult Bible Studies—Women’s Bible Study-Zoom, Together in Faith-#121
11:00am. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
Thank Oﬀering
11:00am. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
8:00pm. Pastor’s Book Club—Zoom
6:30pm. Worship—streamed from previous Sunday
8:00pm. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
Thanksgiving—church oﬃce closed
Church oﬃce closed
9:00am. Worship—small group and live-streamed
10:00am. Adult Bible Studies—Women’s Bible Study-Zoom, Together in Faith-#121
11:00am. Immersion Bible Study—Zoom
Reserva ons are mandatory for in-person small groups. These groups include:
Sunday morning worship at 9:00am.
Wednesday worship at 6:30pm.
Thursday worship at 11:00am.

Call the church oﬃce at 235-5579 to reserve your place. In order to keep our ‘small group’ status
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Prayers of Concern: Kay Kloeckner, Chuck Persson, Wilda Nyquist, Tom Sparks; Stephen
Newnum in Brazil, Leadership of our country and other countries; leadership of our church.
Congratula ons: on the birth of Rose Elaine Phillis (10/14/20), great-grandparents are
Jerrald & Kathy Lloyd, parents are Jus n & Sam Phillis.
Our sympathies and prayers to the families that have lost loved ones in the previous month:
Eddy Cyphers, father of Lucas (Sara) Cyphers, grandfather of Gage Cyphers, the family of
Clair Schmidt, Sr, father of Clair (Joanne) Schmidt, Jr., the family of Robert (Dianne)
Mennen, father of Robynn (Brad) Buhmann, family of Richard Gro e, uncle of Robynn
(Brad) Buhmann, Chuck Neusch brother of Linda (Bryan) Gregor.

Ushers for November

Jerry Simon
Joyce Simon
Chuck Haugen
Peg Haugen
Acolytes for November

To be determined
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

This calendar was updated on
10/21/20. Refer to our website
www.umcfairmont.org for
additional information.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

Holy Communion
8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10am Adult Bible
Studies
11am Immersion Bible
Study-Zoom

8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10am Adult Bible
Studies
11am Immersion
Bible Study-Zoom

Thank Offering
8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10am Adult Bible
Studies
11am Immersion
Bible Study-Zoom

Thank Offering
8:30am Zoom F’ship
9am Worship
10am Zoom F’ship
10am Adult Bible
Studies
11am Immersion
Bible Study-Zoom

29

7am Monday Muse
9am Exercise Gr.
12:30pm Yoga

7am Monday Muse
9am Exercise Gr
12:30 Yoga

7am Monday Muse
9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga

7am Monday Muse
9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga

9am Exercise Gr.
11am Pastor’s Book Zoom
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
6pm Cub Scouts
8pm Pastor’s Book Zoom

9am Exercise Gr
11am Pastor’s Book
Club -Zoom
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
6pm Cub Scouts
8pm Pastor’s Book
Club—Zoom
Charge/Church Conference

9am Exercise Gr
11am Pastor’s Book Club Zoom
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
7pm Cub Scouts
8pm Pastor’s Book Zoom
Circuit Rider
Deadline

24

9am Exercise Gr
11am Pastor’s Book Zoom
1pm Quilters
5:15pm Yoga
7pm Cub Scouts
8pm Pastor’s Book Zoom

9am Exercise
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Trustees
6:30pm Worship
8pm Immersion Bible
Study-Zoom

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Worship
8pm Immersion Bible
Study—Zoom

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Worship
8pm Immersion Bible Zoom

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
6:30pm Worship
8pm Immersion Bible Zoom

30

8:30 am Zoom F’ship 7am Monday Muse
9am Worship
9am Exercise Gr
10am Zoom F’ship
12:30pm Yoga
10am Adult Bible
Studies
11am Immersion
Bible Study-Zoom

11/17/15
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9am UMW-Fellowship H
9am TOPS #117
11am Worship
12pm AL-ANON
1pm Immersion Bible St
on Zoom
5:15pm Yoga

9am TOPS #117
11am Worship
12pm AL-ANON
1pm Immersion Bible StZoom
5:15pm Yoga

9am TOPS #117
9:30am Rachael Cir at
Liz Riegel’s home
9:30am Martha Cir
11am Worship
12pm AL-ANON #117
5:15pm Yoga

Thanksgiving
Church offices
closed

7am Friday Feels
9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

7am Friday Feels
9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

7am Friday Feels
9am Exercise Gr
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

9am Exercise Gr
12:30pm Yoga
2pm UMC Worship
on Channel 12

Church offices
closed

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
119 E 2ND STREET
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Return Service Requested

November Dates to Remember
November 1 Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 3 VOTE
November 10 All District Charge/Church
Conference
November 15 & 22 Thank Oﬀering
November 17 Circuit Rider Deadline
November 26 Thanksgiving-Church Closed
November 27 Church Oﬃces Closed
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Fall/Winter Worship Schedule
(when we can reopen)
9:00 a.m. Morning Worship
10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Studies-Zoom
Hospitality Coﬀee in Narthex 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

Church Fall/Winter Oﬃce Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00 am.-1:00 pm.
(or un l COVID ends)
Or by Appointment
Phone: 507-235-5579
Web address: umcfairmont.org
Emails:
Pastor: pastor.elisomers@gmail.com
Oﬃce: umcfmtconnie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Renee: umcfm inance@gmail.com
Pastor
Oﬃce Manager
Treasurer
Custodian

Eli Somers
Connie Lowry
Renee Poppe
Russ Higgins

